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William Boatwright, Principal 

     Tamara Hanna, Assistant Principal                Jasmin Guadalupe, Assistant Principal 

 
�
�
 

�����������	��
�� ���������	
��


��
 ����
���
����
�����������������
��
�	��
�������������������
����
�
���������������� ����
������

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

 
A. G. Wright MIDDLE SCHOOL 

“Home of the Tigers” 
Word of the month 

 NOVEMBER:  HONESTY 
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Dear Tiger Families,        November 2010 
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Superintendent's Memo #293-09 

 

COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA   
Department of Education 

October 16, 2009 

TO: Division Superintendents 

FROM: Patricia I. Wright, Superintendent of Public Instruction 

SUBJECT: The 2010 Prudential Spirit of Community Aw ards 

Over the past 14 years, Prudential Spirit of Community Awards have been given to more than 2,300 
middle and high school students across Virginia for helping the less fortunate, promoting health and 
safety, protecting the environment, and serving their communities through many other volunteer 
activities. This week the search begins to identify more young Virginians who have made meaningful 
contributions to their communities over the past 12 months, as this prestigious awards program kicks 
off its 15th year. 

These awards, presented nationwide by Prudential Financial, Inc., in partnership with the National 
Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP), honor outstanding community service by young 
people in grades 5 through 12. 

“Young people who take the initiative to serve their communities through volunteerism are a great 
source of strength for our nation, and give us ample reason to be optimistic about the future,” said 
Prudential Chairman and CEO John R. Strangfeld. “We want to recognize them, encourage them, and 
hold them up as role models for all young Americans.” 

Young volunteers can apply online at 
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/home_files/leaving/redirect.cfm?url=http://www.prudential.com/spirit or 
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/home_files/leaving/redirect.cfm?url=http://www.principals.org/prudential
. Applications must be completed by November 2, 2009. Those without Internet access can get a paper 
version of the application form by calling (877) 525-8491 toll-free.  

For questions about the application process please refer to the Web site at 
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/home_files/leaving/redirect.cfm?url=http://spirit.prudential.com/view/pag
e/soc/14782?lp=14781 or contact International Scholarship and Tuition Services at 200 Crutchfield 
Avenue, Nashville, TN 37210, phone 877-525-8491 (toll free) or e-mail info@applyists.com. 

PIW/MWE/yba 

 

 



What we’re doing in class these days!!!  
 
        Mrs. Rad’s science students are working on the basic concepts of Physics.  We have 
worked on calculating speed and velocity.  We did labs calculating the speed of falling 
dominoes.  We will add the concepts related to flight, build our own paper airplanes, 
and then calculate their speed and see if they can be adjusted for distance and speed.  
Hopefully the students will understand the significance of wing span with those 
concepts.  Future topics include simple machines, light, sound, waves, electricity among 
others and with reviews for SOL’s.  The science SOL is scheduled for the end of May to 
allow as much time as possible for covering concepts and reviewing 6th and 7th grade 
materials as time allows.  We will be having a science fair in February 2010.  Students 
will be given information about the fair in class.  They will have the option of doing a 
science fair project in lieu of the midterm exam.  However, since the science project can 
be time consuming, a commitment letter must be signed by both the parent and student 
if they choose this option.  Have a great fall!!! �   Mrs. Rad 
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           Mrs. Griffin’s Science classes have begun their BWET project.  They tested the 
run-off water from the recent rains for temperature, Ph, and turbidity using the Vernier 
Lab Quests. The run-off was then traced to the area in front of the library where the 
students tested the soil.  Using the information a plan was made to develop a rain garden 
in the area.  The plan has been submitted to the BWET project for approval. 
         Once the project is approved work will begin with the assistance of the rest of the 
seventh grade. Anyone with expertise, tools, or willing to donate time or materials 
would be of great assistance in the completion of the project.  Phase one will consist of 
creating a drainage area in the shape of a tiger paw and adding trees and shrubs. During 
Phase two students will begin plantings indoors to be transferred to the area in the 
spring. 
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Mr. Broadstone:  As we enter November, Extended Math 7 students have moved 

into the patterns, functions and algebra strand.  We will be exploring patterns, 
describing functional relationships and solving one and two-step equations.  Math 7 
students will continue to work in the computation and estimation strand: performing 
operations with integers, solving problems with proportions and various consumer 
application problems, such as tips, discounts, sales tax and simple interest. 
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Absence Policy 
 
       When your child is absent from school, 
please call 540-658-6229, ext. 180, to report 
your child’s absence. 
       If your student will be out for more than 
three days, please e-mail the teachers through 
the School Fusion website and request their 
homework. 
       If your student is out for less than three 
days, please check the website for daily 
homework. 

Students’ Transportation 
 
      If a student is walking, riding a bus, 
or leaving in a car with another student, 
a note must be received in the front 
office during home room by all students 
involved. 

Campbell’s Soup Labels  
 Boxtops for Education 
   
       Please remember to collect, cut, and 
send in all those soup labels and box tops.  
You may check cambells.com and 
boxtops4educations.com for more 
specific types of labels and box tops to 
send in to AGW’s main office.  Thanks 
for your help…… 
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News from the Counseling Office 
 
November is Career Month at A.G. Wright! 
We have some exciting programs planned for the month of November to raise awareness of the 
importance of career exploration at the middle school level.   
 
If you have a student in 7th or 8th grade, please plan on going with them to the county-wide Career 
Exploration Night.  Career Exploration Night will be held Thursday, November 19 at Brooke Point 
High School. Check-in for registered participants will begin at 6:00 p.m. The program will begin at 
6:45 p.m and end at 8:30 p.m. 
 
Registration is required and is now open.   Students may register online at http://tiny.cc/CareerNight  
or by using registration forms that are available in all middle and high school counseling offices. The 
deadline to register for Career Exploration Night is Thursday, November 12. 
 
For more information, contact Ann Emerson, School-to-Career Specialist in the Office of Career and 
Technical Education at 540-658-6753 or aemerson@staffordschools.net.   

�

8th Graders Explore Careers with CHOICES 
If you are the parent of an 8th grader, please ask them about the CHOICES software they will be using 
this month.  During these sessions, they will research career options that could match their abilities and 
interests. The web site includes careers to research and classes to take to prepare for that career.   The 
site is fun and informative – you may want to try it out yourself! 
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SEASONAL FLU AND H1N1 
 

 The flu is a contagious respiratory illness caused by influenza viruses.  The 
symptoms may include headache, high fever, achiness, fatigue, GI symptoms and upper 
respiratory symptoms such as sore throat, cough, and watery eyes and nose.   
 The flu spreads in respiratory droplets caused by coughing and sneezing. It 
usually spreads from person to person, though occasionally infection may come from 
articles infected by nose or mouth of an infected person.   

We need to concentrate on good health habits and respiratory etiquette to 
prevent flu and to lessen its impact when it does occur. Some practices we can 
follow are: 
·  Wash hands frequently (the most important!!)  Alcohol based hand sanitizers can 

also be used when soap and water are not available 
·  Avoid touching the face, especially the eyes and nose 
·  A nutritious diet with lots of liquids 
·  Plenty of sleep and rest to help the body ward off diseases 
·  Over the counter fever reduction medications and/or decongestants 
·  Cover the nose and mouth when sneezing or coughing-(try coughing into the bend of 

the elbow instead of the hands!) 
·  Try to avoid close contact with sick people (social distancing) 
·  Stay home when you are sick-the flu usually last at least 5-7 days (must be fever free 

without fever reducing medication for 24 hours) 
    The body can usually fight off most flu symptoms.  However, if a secondary infection 
develops, a doctor should be consulted.  Symptoms of a secondary infection may be an earache, a 
lingering cough, a fever or a sore throat that lasts for more than several days.  Also if your student 
seems to be getting better and then takes a turn for the worse-please see your physician immediately. 
        There are isolated cases of H1N1 in our community and in Stafford County 
Schools.  By following the guidelines outlined by the CDC we can minimize the impact.  
Healthy students are able to concentrate and put forth their best effort. 
                                                                                         S. Tuckwiller R.N. 
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